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Meet the Allies

• Great Britain

• Neville Chamberlain 

(1937-1940) & Winston 

Churchill (1940-1945)

• Parliamentary 

Democracy with a 

Prime Minister

• France

• Free France: Charles de 

Gaulle

• Vichy France: Philippe 

Petain

• FF: In exile

• VF: Authoritarian 

(under German rule)



Meet the Allies

• United States

• Franklin D Roosevelt & 

Harry Truman (1945)

• Federal Republic

• Soviet Union

• Joseph Stalin

• Authoritarian 

Communism



Meet the Allies

• US Neutrality

• Most in the US wanted to 
remain neutral, isolationism

• Due to not only WW1 but 
also trying to get over the 
Great Depression

• 1935, Neutrality Act stated 
that the US could not sell 
weapons to any nations at 
war

• Near Fall of Britain

• 1940, Hitler wants to invade 
Great Britain after France

• Knows he must defeat the 
Royal Airforce before an 
invasion

• Battle of Britain-July to 
October 1940

• Churchill rallies the British 
and resist long enough for 
Hitler to give up on plans



Meet the Allies

• Aiding the Allies

• War was raging in Europe 
but the US had Neutrality 
laws

• FDR wanted a way around 
these to help allies

• Wanted to be the “great 
arsenal of democracy”

• May 1940, Destroyers-For-

Bases deal traded old US 
battleships for the right to 
build military bases

• Aiding the Allies

• March 1941, US passed the 
Lend-Lease Act

• The LLA allowed the US to 
send aid and resources and 
nations could wait to pay it 
back

• August 1941, FDR and 
Churchill signed the Atlantic 

Charter 

• This pledged the two 
nations would fight for a 
postwar democratic world



Meet the Allies
• Pearl Harbor

• The Japanese military had 
been advancing to gain 
resources

• US responds with an 
embargo on oil and steel

• The US naval fleet at Pearl 

Harbor threatened 
Japan’s advances

• Japanese Admiral 

Yamamoto came up with 
a plan to take out the 
fleet

• Pearl Harbor

• Japan would launch 6 
carriers and planes would 
then surprise attack

• Radio silence was key and 
we thought the waters at 
Pearl were too shallow 
for torpedoes 

• Attack came just before 
8:AM December 7, 1941



Meet the Allies

• Pearl Harbor

• US had incoming planes 
on radar but thought they 
were ours

• In two hours, a dozen US 
naval vessels are sunk or 
damaged

• 200 plans and almost 
3,000 casualties resulted

• On Dec 8, FDR asked 
Congress for a declaration 
of war against the Empire 
of Japan


