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Cold War H
• Kennedy & Assassination

• Elected in 1960. Election had first 
televised presidential debate (vs 
Nixon)

• Youngest president, was seen as a 
new generation and bold ideas 
both foreign and domestic

• Pledged that the US would go to 
the moon within the decade and 
started the Peace Corps

• Dealt with communism with the 
Bay of Pigs invasion and Cuban 
Missile Crisis

• Domestically pledged to end racial 
discrimination & fought for civil 
liberties

• Assassinated Nov 22, 1963 in Dallas 
by Lee Harvey Oswald



Cold War H
• LBJ and the Great Society

• Took the presidency when JFK was 
assassinated in 1963

• Continued JFK’s policies in Vietnam to 
aid South Vietnam until the Gulf of 
Tonkin Resolution and the US increased 
its presence

• Pushed through the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 and Voting Rights Act of 1965, as 
well as the 24th Amendment 

• LBJ pushed for his program the “Great 
Society” and called for a War on Poverty

• Established Medicare & Medicaid, Head 
Start, and HUD (Housing & Urban 
Development)

• Programs helped, but also led to massive 
increases in government spending



Cold War H• Nixon, the Moon, and Watergate

• Won in 1968 

• Advocated a policy of Vietnamization in 
Vietnam and also bombing in Cambodia

• Withdrew from Vietnam in 1973

• With the USSR and China, practiced 
policy of Détente, wanting to use 
diplomacy instead of force or 
intimidation

• Opened negotiations with China 

• Apollo 11 landed on the moon in 1969

• Arab states under OPEC placed an oil 
embargo on the US causing massive gas 
shortages and high prices

• Resigned following the Watergate 
break-in and cover up in 1974



Cold War H
• Ford and Carter

• Ford was Nixon’s VP and replaced Nixon 
when he resigned

• Issued a pardon to Nixon which was very 
controversial

• Presided over period of very high inflation, 
combating it with the WIN Program (Whip 
Inflation Now)

• Lost to Jimmy Carter in 1976

• Carter was the governor of Georgia

• Created the Departments of Energy and 
Education

• Signed the SALT II nuclear arms limitation 
treaty with the USSR

• Helped to negotiate the Camp David Accords 
between Egypt and Israel

• Presided over economic ‘Stagflation’ and 
also the Iranian Hostage Crisis



Cold War H
• Ronald Reagan

• A staunch conservative, won the presidency 
in 1980 over Carter

• Was an actor, then Governor of California 
before the presidency 

• Wanted to tackle economic issues with 
‘supply-side’ plans of cutting corporate taxes 
(Reaganomics)

• Survived attempted assassination in 1981

• Started the War on Drugs

• Brought inflation down from 12.5% to 4.4%

• Believed in reducing the size of government 
and building up the military, which greatly 
increased the national debt

• Did not trust the USSR, calling them the ‘evil 
empire’, and wanting to break them with an 
arms race

• Befriended Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
and signed missile agreements with USSR


